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My Role as a Reading Teacher


The first chapter talks about the very in-depth process of reading. The role of a reading teacher or who the reading teacher is any teacher who interacts with students to assist them in acquiring and integrating new knowledge. All subject areas require student to internalize a certain skill level. As a teacher of a contained classroom of fourth graders, reading has a great emphasis on everything we do. If the students are unable to read at a high level they will not only struggle in reading but in every subject we do. Not only do we focus on reading during reading, we focus on reading during all subjects in the classroom. 
Chapter 2


Setting the purpose for any type of reading is essential for teachers to do for their students. By doing this you engage students in the reading process. The students must remember their purpose while reading and refer to the process while reading. By doing this they can sort and organize new information. Setting the purpose for reading really gives students something to look for while reading.

My personal experience in having a purpose for reading was a must. Being a difficult boy and student I needed to have a purpose and reason for doing everything or there was really no reason for doing it. If I had no reason or purpose for the reading my internal voice would run wild and I would be just looking at the words. If I had a purpose for the reading I would be more inclined to reading the text carefully and comprehend the text. Having a purpose for reading was an absolute must for me to gain any knowledge or content from an assigned text.


As a teacher that teaches all subject areas we use many different reading strategies here are three that work well in my classroom. Number 2 Yes/No evaluation; this strategy would be a great activity for students to gain the skill of generating questions on a different topic. Comparing with a partner different questions and answers it would give my students a wonderful experience of different answers and ideas about different topics. Number 3 Questions/Answer/Opinion would be another strategy that would work very well for my classroom. Giving the students different in-depth questions to answer while they read or give them to the students before they read would give them reasons to read carefully. They would then give me feedback when we have reader’s workshop conferences to how the reader is reading and responding to the reading. Number 10 KWL chart we use this wonderfully in the classroom during Science and SS. It works well during the content classes; connect what they already know, what they have learned, and what they would like to learn. There are many strategies for improved reading and the biggest thing for a teacher to do it to find some that work and use them. 
Chapter 3 

Connecting the prior knowledge of a student to what you are trying to teach them is vital for a teacher to do. If a teacher does not connect the students prior knowledge the things they are trying to teach them in a new lesson is pointless. They have nothing to build on so the new concept is that much harder to get a hold of. When they have something to connect their new knowledge to the content is much easier to grasp. Activity 1 Text Walking and Picture Talking; this is a strategy that is used to preview a new reading, a section of reading, or a new book. It really leads the students through the book. It gives them a preview or gives them a knowledge base of what they reading will be about. Activity 4 Round-Robin Reflections; Round robin reading my not be the best way to get your students what they need to get out of a reading. But to have the students responding verbally to a reading will help other students realize things they missed, put them on the spot to read carefully to have input, and help them to read for a purpose. Activity 6 Visual Reading Map; This activity helps struggling readers connect text to their prior knowledge. They need to examine the bold words, subheadings, headings, graph, charts, and all other visual connections to the reading. By doing this it helps the readers pull important information from the text. These activities would work well with all subject areas very well. 
Chapter 4 Understanding Vocabulary Terms and Concepts

I chose chapter 4 understanding vocabulary terms is very important as a self contained fourth grade teacher. With subjects like Science and SS if the students can gain the knowledge of the vocab words the text surrounding the word will make much more sense. When reading words around a vocab word it is important to understand the word choice of the author. As the teacher this is something you might need to cover with the students when you approach an uncommon use of a word. Some of the strategies listed in the book I am using in the classroom and they work relatively well. Understanding vocab is crucial for a child’s understanding of new information.

Chapter 7 Ask Questions to Develop Understanding


I chose chapter 7 ask questions to develop understanding because this is something that we use regularly in our reader’s workshops. We are a variety of questions about the book, author, and author’s point of view so that we can see where things are coming from. If students can ask questions about the text they are reading this will help them a great deal in comprehending the passage. By asking questions in content classes it helps the student organize the information. Using some of the strategies here is easy and is natural in the elementary, but I do need to focus more on them and give the students the direct purpose for doing so. 
Chapter 8 Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences


I chose chapter 8 primarily because it was the most difficult topic that we covered in out reader’s workshops this past year in fourth grade. Getting the students to make inferences on different reading passages was very difficult. With making inferences there is no true clear cut answer, we are trying to get deeper in the students thoughts on a particular passage. Gathering evidence, making observations, interpreting text, and making predictions were all things I felt my students could do very well; it was the side conveying underlying meanings that was difficult. The one strategy I need to focus more on was the fact that if you read the text and interpreted it you could make a meaningful meaning from the text. 
Chapter 10 Authors Point of View


I chose this chapter because along with genre this is one thing we stress in fourth grade. What is the purpose of this author to write this and what is the author’s point of view in the writing. We also talking about point of view in the students own writing. The chapter talks about fact and opinion this is also something we go into some depth at the fourth grade level distinguishing the difference between fact and opinion. If the students could get an understand before hand on what the point of view from the author is and what is happening they will in turn become better at comprehending of the text. This is one area that I do not do a very good job at using some strategies to help.   

12 Strategies for Teaching Tool Box

1) Vocab Baseball: Kids become more involved when using a game for understanding. I am a baseball coach, so this only seems natural to use for developing better understanding for content area classes.

2) Unknown Word Walls: We have commonly misspelled words and commonly misread works on word walls but why not vocab with a picture and unknown words to help gain understanding.

3) Cartooning: This is one strategy that I really like to use with vocab to help them get the definition and then to be able to connect that definition with a picture.

4) Question Web: This strategy seems like it would be great because the students are generating questions about a vocab word. By doing this they are teaching themselves and gaining knowledge by themselves about the words.

5) Partner Questions: I am a big believer in students teaching students, sometime as teacher we use words they are not understanding so to have partners and asking and answering each others questions you are self teaching again.
6) Text Coding: To make a code the students need to have a good handle on the text itself, this will help with comprehension.

7) I wonder Poems… These seem like another wonderful way for students to be asking questions about a passage they have read.

8) Trivial Pursuit and Brain Quest: Again another wonderful hand on activities to get students engaged in asking good questions to better understand text.

9) Guided Questions: I use all the time in our reader’s workshops to allow the students different ways of seeing questions and different ways of looking at text.
10) Character Bag: This is a fun strategy although I require students to come up with the bag for particular Literature Circle characters.

11) Author on Trial: This strategy again allows students to ask questions to see point of view and important information to help them understand the book. 

12) Authors Resume: I like this strategy for allowing students to use the internet and research some information about the person that wrote the book or text they are reading. 

